UNCLASSIFIED

Nuclear Weapons

The US has been concomned about North Korea’s desire for nuclear weapons and has
assessed since the early 1990 that the North has one or possibly twa weapons using
plutonivm it produced prior 1o 1992,

In 1994, P'yongyang halied production of additiona) plutonium under the teems of the
US-DPRK Agreed Framework.

*  Wehave assessed, however, that despite the freeze at Yongbyon the North has
continued its nuglear weapons progran:. -

If the Framawork Collapses

If North Korea abandoned the Agread Framework P yongyang could resume production
of plutonium.

* Reprocessing the spent 5 MWe reactor fusl now in storage at Yongbyon sito
under JAEA safeguards would recover enough plutonium for several more
weapons,

* Restarting the § Mwe reactor would generate about 6 kg per year,

* The 50 MW reactor ot Yongbyon and the 200 MWe reactor at Taschon would
genorate about 275 kg per year, although it would take several years to complete
constrtetion of these reactors,

Uranium Enrichment

The United States has been suspicious that North Korea has been working on granium
envichment for sevaral years, Howevor, we did not obtain clear evidence indicating the
North had begun constructing a centrifuge facility untis recently, We assess thut Nerth
Korea embarked on the effort to develop a centrifuge-based uranium enrichment
Program about twe years ago.

o Lag year the North began seeking centrifuge-related materals in large quantities.
It also obtained equipment suitable for use in uranium feed and withdrawal
systemns,

* Warecentiy Iearned that the North:is canstricting & plant that could produce
¢uough weapons-grade uranfum for two or more nuclear weapons per yeur
when fully operational--which could be 25 300n as mid-decado,

*  We continue to monitor and assoss the North's nuclear weapony efforts, which -

given the Nonth's slosed society and the obvieus covert nature of the program,
remains 3 diffieult imelligence collection target.
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