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The exarcise revaaled the need for.a number of changes in

configuration of the Forward Floating Depot, cne of which was toreduce

the number of rations carried, (G} |

THE COMMUNIST MILITARY THREAT TO SOUTHEAST ASTA

The following discussion provides a broad general autline of the
communist military threat to Scutheast Asia as CINCPAC saw it and

as it influenced his plans, decisions, and actlons in the latler half of
1364 '

Concesnt of Threat

Sputheast Asia was pressed securely between the thumb of North
Vietnam and the palm cf Communigt China. ‘'ypically, tae area was
extremasly rough, densely vegetated, and orly passable by primitive
and infrequent routes. These features, CINCPAC theought, waoula
preclude a communist invasion on the grand scale that had been
experienced in Europe. Icstead, he felt, an invasion would probaluy
inwolve multiple pentrations by tusk [u:uesa advancing over the few
roctes threading through Southeast Asia; much like the jJapanese
invasion of Malaya during World War II. Although division and some-
times army size units would transit some of the reoutes, they would
approach in columa and seldom be mutually supporting. Only th: lead
battaiion woule have the occasion 1o deploy with compenies anreas:t
ard then only whea faced by roadblocks or ather hasty defense tactics.

The expansive rice-cultivated deltas in the vicinity (65 mile

radias) of Bargkok, langoon, and Saigon wonle pormil hroader frconts

e e e e i e ml R EE R B e R am Em mw w om b O ek A B BN N EE N B B BN M F SR TR m Em A oam ommEm o o owr T

2. Task farces consist of a 'prepcmdﬁ’cnce of "“rigger puller " combat
troops with provisions allowed [or route security forces, reararea
enginears, additicnal siznal support, administzative troops, motar
trarnsport units, and antiaircraft defense of key peinls alung each
route. '
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and fuil ctilization of artiliery. There, vegelation would give hitlle
hinderance and there were 1:oTc feeder routes. Even s, off-road
irafficability and deployment would be ighibited by seasonally floaded
soil. _

CINCPAC vonsidered that the size of the Red railitary threal in
Southeast Asia was largely based on the lugistical capabililies of the
ursophisticated routes. I"or thc most part the roads ware nothing
more than bulldozer blade-width tracks that kad ceen improved over
the years by adding fist-sized rock, gravel, or other material to
improve trafficability, Passing gufficient rambat power ta provide
4 threat te Southeast Asia would saturate €aca of the routes to its
capacity.

The jritial communist invasion would doubtlessly be phased so
that the widely separated columns would converge at key peoints on &
previously determined schedule. ([Phasing, in this sense, méar.s 1o
laterzlly cantrol; a difficult maneuver involving several advancing
columns. } CINCPAC believed that the cornmunist plan would envisage
deep penetrations through continuous and rapid daily motion. Ceartainly
the invading force would not race throngh the indtial =ziage of the
oparation and then stop 1o build up their rearward lines oc
communication when so much depended uu speed. Instead, CINCIAC
thought, the invader's acvance wuuld feasure boldness and specd and
have encugh combat power to ovVerrun the in-place dEfEﬂdﬂl’t‘-.l Their
2im would be Lo disTcpt & timely U. 5. fSEATO r&i:ﬁarcement of the
ares by destruction or early capture of enlry peints. The commurists
would realistically assume thar their massive attack would trigger
ceipforcements, but the external U, 5. logistics lines were thousands
oi miles in length.

Tr was also unlikely that additional communist anits woule follow
up the 1':1-..-3.5;.-:11;1, thought CINCPAC , bocauss invasion routes would be
saturated at the outset. - He conceded, however, that Chinese
military manpowar provided the potential for a consisten: follow-up

of replacements to fill tae gaps created by casualties,
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The Communist Assessment and Their Decisicns; CINCPAC

agsumed that the Reds would he cognizant of the Fres Asian military
forces they would face when they transited Eurfna, the Laos buffer
area, and when they crossed ithe Mekong., Even so, e thoupht the
Communists would start their operation with the assessmeni Lkal ihe
Southeast Asian defense furces in place would cffer little resistance
anc Lhat success would depend on nullifying U.S. ~einforcemenis.

The Communists would probably euslimate that :he Pathet Lao
anc Peaple's Army of Vietnam {PAYH}]' would defeac Llhe FAR in Laos;
at the sarre time providing seccrily for the relatively uninclested
trarnsil uf major Red troop units throcugh Lacs. _

Deaparting the North Victnamese staging area near Deng Hei, the
Communists would cross Lhe dernilitarized zone {DMZ) inte South
Vielnam with the assesement that the Viet Cong (VC) would occupy
most of the Army of the Republic of Vietnam (ARVN) time. PFrobably
onlv one ARVN division would be free of harrassment to meet the
surprise invasion. However, not wishing to sell the South Vietnamesze
E'i'u::'rt, the Red planmers would conclude that & aecond ARV division
would probably be available as well as 15 assorted special pattalices
lairborne, ranger, marine, armor) Lo be employed aiecemeal. The
Cormmunists woueld count cn infiltrating sizeable units from Laos, a
week prior to D-day, and taking contro: of the high eround north of
Darang (Col des Nuapes).

It would be assumed that it would be next to impossible ror Burma
e mass its 85 army battalions into a large force at a given point.
These Burmese units were scattered throcghoul Jurma in a counter -
insurgency rule, and they had only 'wo semi-cperational brigade
neadquarters, Ifurther, the Burmese had never maneuvered on a
scale larger than baltalicn, and the country's transportatior aystem
would ot susport large scale deployments. The rec planners would
srobably conclude thial there would Le token Duermese resistance from
Lashic to Mandalay, but it would degenarate to small-scale guersiila
actions. A sizezble communist ‘orce would e droppesd off at

StTiil.H;ilZ.I}uiﬂtS within Burma to deal with anv re 2igtance clomenls.
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The Reds would also cenclude that, if the U.S. reacted
immecdiately, apsroximately tw::-. American divisions couldlbe committed
piecemeal. They would consider that their [1.-28 Beagle bomher
attacks together with TU-2 Bat bombers would slow U. S. reinforcement
by damaging Thai air bases and the porl lacilities at Bangkok, Darnang
and Saigon. (Figure 1-13 illustrates the communist bomber capability).
However, the Chinese would not wish to be overly optimistic so they
would not place greal reliance on this, The U.S. would probably have
4 sizeable amount of air power in place, but it would be susported by
4 fair to poour early warning system.

Eince the coups d'etat cammenced in the 30's, & substantial part
of the armed [orces of Thailand kad been stationed in the Bangkok
‘cnvirons so the Thai politicians could rraintain surveillance over eaca
other. The Communists would conclude that this would rcontinue,
particularly because the Thai were naot positive as to hew the U, S.
would react to a full scale invasicn,

The Chinese would expect that the most they would have toinitia’ly
contenc with in nerth and northeast Thailand would be components of
two of the three Thai infantry divisions. {The Thai also had a cavalry
division and a separate regimental combat team deep in Peninsular
Thailand, } They w::-ul;i reckon tkat three repimental teams {approxi-
mately 2, 200 men each) would meet them in the north around Chiengrai,
Chieng Mai, and Lampang and that three more regimental teams would
be dispersed suo Udorn, Nakhon Phancrm, and Mukdshan,

The Thei willingress to fight, and to conduct delaying actions
agairst the tremenduas vdds facing them, woulé be directly correlated

tc the promised comemitment of U. 5. /SEAT'O ground forces.

Weather and Military Operations in Southeast Asia: Appendix I

discussee the alfacts of the Scutheast Asian weather on military
planaing and eperations in that area. It also coataina llustrations

depicting the Southeast Asian wind and rainfall vatterus and precipi

tsition data Zor seiected _ocations.
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Perhaps the U.S5. would, in Lhe future be reluctant to humb Red
China as during the Korean War. Dut tac Red-Chineac would cencen-
irata the major patrt of their air power on the air delense of mainland
China as the Americans might elect the highly controversial option of
bombing ‘China's homeland The Chinese Communists hoped that the
U.5. would foregc a strategic nuclear ~etalialion for fear of world
ppifnion. Although they mignt be fared with tagrical nuclear wecapons in
the Snoulheast Asian arens, the Ked Chiaesc cansidered thar the
advancing ¢olumne, shroaded by vegerntion and darkness, would
prasent fow lacrative tarpets. Maore importantly, the Chinese believed
that the Southeasl Asiaas did not wish to be liberated by nucledr weapaas.
I the U.5. used auclear weapons in Southeast Asia, the Chinese
personnel logses would prodabiy not be greal; bet "blow down'' would
rreaze logistical prodlems and might Jarce heavier reliance on Lignt
units using the hundreds 3f trails leading intoc Southeast Asid.

The Asian Communists would cencluda that their three main

fosks were:

; (1) Invade South V.etnam, defeat its harassed army,
ared make a2ll ol Viewnam 4 commanist cnlity.

{Z2) Transit Laovs guickly witk practically no
opansition. Swim the Mekong at multiple neints to crea.e
safe bridgeneads for ralted equipment and rapidly continue
the penctiration towird Bangksok. 'This force fo e agsisted
by Red Chinese divisions march:ng thzough Morth Thailand.

(3} Irvade Burma &nd immmediately ceclare i no-
nonzenss po.icy in the argas OVorriui When the penetratian
wdvarced as tar as Pegu [50 rmiles norin ol Rangoon), take the
option of sending cne division into Thailand via Mae 5ot and Tac
and/or two LfantTy Tegments DV way of Threce Pageda's Pass
a=md Karburi directly to 3ang<ok.

The Communis:s in estimating their force requirements would
conclude it necessary Lu scpport thomseives entirely with ail clagses
of supp y. llowever, &5 2 benaus, they would hope to zind large guantities
o toodstufis in Southeast Asia which the natives wowd ke delighted to
spaze once Lhey were told of cash remunsrationa. Tney might also

fall hei- Lo some peiroleum products, military ordnance and other

__..___‘,__,,-_.___-_.._‘.—-—u-——-—--—p——--.-___ ----- N

e ] |
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stores, but taey would not count on thia.

The Military Threat: The threat ta Southeast Asia was basecd on

the combined military mignat of Communist China and NorthVietnam,
hath dedicaled commurisi natians with littie foresaeable apportuni‘y to
defeat the Western World through economic strangulation. Both had
alected ta follow revolubionary means to gain the objectives of
corrmunism.

The Red Chinese People's Liberation Army {PLA) consisted of
& navy (CCHN}, air force {CCAF'), and an army (CCA). The CCA, 161
divisione and 2, 321, 000 men, was the largest army in the world, The
CCAF had ever 2, 000 jets ranging from MIG-15 to MIG-21; 1t was the

largest air force in the Far Easl. The CCN was primarily 4 coastil

defense force of PT boats, but it also had 28 submarines {21 "Whiskey"

Class) whose efiectiveness was untested.

(sround Threat - With an cstimated strength of 224, 800, the

Feopie's Army of Vietnam {PAVIN} had the largest and moel eflleclive

ground force on the mainland of Socutheast Asia, This force had

vanqurished the French, Its murale was reportedly high and the
leadership competent. The PAVN had five infantry divisions, seven
infantry hrig&dl}.s, cnc antiaireraft division, one artillery divisior,

anc ten incepencent infantry cegiments. The North Vietnamesa MNavy,

a constal defense force, formerly consisted of approximately ¢6 FT
Loats and motor gunooats. Since the Acgus: events in the Gulf of Tonkin
the exact count wae not available.

A history of these forces reveslec an unwillingness to undertake
rmilitary operations anless they nad a heavy nemerical superiority
over the cpposition. However, the logistic restrictions of overland
routes limited the Communists azility to achieve that. But they would
prooably reckon that the Southeast Asian nations were unable to
concertrase their military resources, Thus against South Vietnam's
~05, B0% army combit treoops plus 30, 000 U. 5. rei::_fnrcementsl the

Commuenists could only commit about nine {plus) divisions or 125, 800

[. Two U.S. divisions.
Page 87 of 495 Pages R

pP87.jpg



[E%)

cormbat trunps.l Against Thailand's 40, 000 aﬁny vombatants,
reinforced initialy by about 24, 000 other SEATO troops, the Reds T
could commit something on the order of nins civisions or 136, 000

combat troops. Against the Burmese Army combat core of about

Tt Dﬂﬂ.zth&: Red Chinese could commit six divisions or 05,000 combat

TTOODS.

In terms of ground combat powar (infantry, armor, artillery)
the Communists could have a slipht superiority of 356, 000 combat
troous against an Allied total of arourd 255, 000. This equates to cne
and a half Cominunists to one Alliad ground combatant. It should be
kept 11 mind kowsver, that the Communists would have SUrorise to
their credit, and their 24 divisions waould actually be on the ground
and posscss the initiative. On the other hand, some of the Allied :
iorces would be thousands of miles from tha battle, and many local
ucits would be tied dowe hy tactical operations or politica. Many wouid
nect have the wherewithal to reach the multiple ~aronged enemy onalaught.

Crossing inte South Vielnam, Burma, and Thailand the Commurists
would face no more than 100, 000 ground foree Allies playing the role of
trgger-pulling combatants. A realistic egquation of initial ground com -
bat nower wns toughly three and 1/12 ta 1 in faver of the Cummunists,

In terms of geographical agproach and territnrial ohjectives, the
Cemnunis: ground threat during Ary weather is illustrated in Figrre 3
i-15.

A.r Threat - The Red Chinese could make available 150 IL-25&

Brigle bombers out of the 290 ‘n their inventsry., It had bcen estimated,

even tn vonsideration of zn 80 percert "n-comrission zate, that 225

bumbers were sufficient to hardle the Southezst As-an targets. Thesa
aircraltl, uperzting from airfields in southern China, could reach

alerost any target lucated northward of Bangkok and Saigon to include

1. Infaniry, artillery. and armor.
£. Dees not inclnde administrative anc rear area troups.
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those two cities, ‘ In additicn, the Chinese Communists could depleoy
360 MIE‘rHlelT jet fighters toward Southeast Asia, and 40 IL-10 Beasts
that were reclas sified as prop ground attack aircraft. This totaled 623
aircraft. : ' &

The overall communist campaign would probably commence with
Beagle and Bat bomber strikes against selected targetsz thr oupghout
Southeast Asia. U.S. fighter/bomber aircrait deploying to Southeast
Azia iram other locations woulé probably find most of the major air-
fields and their facilities heavily demaged after the first £4 hours of
Chinese bummbing soriies, _

Qf the 360 jet fighter airgraft it was likely that 180 would be used
tp contryl airspace and to perform air defense missions ik the extrems
south of Red China and in North Vietnam. The remaining 180D jct fighters

wnuld prubably he used in a "guns only' close support attack role in

cenjunctisn with the 40 IL-10s,
It shocld be noted thal the Red Chinese had the capability of
airlifting 5, 000 troope in the first sortie. Their experience in

conducting a lifr of this magnitude, however, was limited.

Naval Threat - The Communist Chinese were capable of:

- A P r—

1, Conducting anti-shipping tactics by emploving 28
submarines, ‘Thke "W' Clage subrmarine carried & war_oad
- of 12 twenty cne inch torpeadoes or lé torpedo=-tube mines.
These submarires couvld arrive in the South China Sea 1n
approximittely six daye. It was estimnated that 12 to 15 sub-
marines could be commitied initially but only four to six
would be available on a sustained basis.

2. Providing conventional amphibious lift for about
15, 000 lightly cguinper iroops. This capabilitv coule be
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1. Bombk load data have beern darived from the intelligence annex of
USAT Specific Qperational Requirements (S0OR) publication, The
Beagle'a 6, 600 pound bemb 1load capakility has sometimes heen
erroneously calculated as only 2, 200 pounds. Bats are estimated
tc have a 2, 200 pound bomb load capability.

2. Airfields, rail marshalling yards, norl facilities, key rail bridges.
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increased considerably with use of powered junks, which
could lift as many as 45, 000 additional troops aver ashort
digtance,

3. Conducting large-scale defensive and small-
scale offensive minelaying.

4, Conducting operations with a majeor part of its
PT woats against naval forces and shipping in the Scuth
China Sea. The P-b and P-4 PT anats were capable of
speeds over 45 knots and were armed with 21 inch and
18 iach Lorpednes respectively. The CCW considered
PT boat units as part of its "elite" forces, These bpats,
utilizing the cover of weather and capitalizing on their
amall sizme, would cndeavor to retaliate against blockading
forces or U.S5. combat or supply shipping, They had
no on-board relcad terpedo reserve and their short range
radar provided insufficient air warnicg. Also, the 25mum
guns were relatively inefifective against modern aircraft,

Sl:r:_!m_.-}f o Threat: JAny communist military campaign to

conquer Southeast Asia would be largely a land campaigﬁ with principal
rcliance on army forces supported by the CCAT. In the event of such
d cammpalgn lhe Communists would count on the Viet Cong forces in
Souta Vietnam to step up their guerrilla warfare efforts.

It iz pasaible that the Rrd Chincese might not artaskz Burma in ths
initial phase ol the war because of 2 pulilicz]l decision by Peiping.
Even so, Chinese troops enrcute <o Thailand might cxoss the eastern

Skhan States to reach Thailand.

CUMMUNIST "OECE STRENGTE CHANGES

{Figure Z-18 rafers.)

Urion of Soviet Sccialist Republic (USSR}

Asg in the past, the U55R was Lhe maost imoortan: commurist
[irce n lhe Far East and the one reflecting the most immportant changes
in malitary postere duricg 1964, Continuing the trend of the previous
yedr, there wasg & redustion in the number of personnel in the Suviel

armed forces. This was o'fsct, in part, by the deployment of improved

—-——--n--l-----------—---------.—-.-.----...-.-__.....--.__...._._...-____
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